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Description of Scientific Committee 
Name of Scientific Committee: Mining Occupational Safety and Health (MinOSH)
Chair: Erik Jørs                                             
Secretary: Florencia Harari 
MinOSH Objectives and Activities
The Scientific Committee (SC) Mining Occupational Safety and Health (MinOSH) will provide a forum for ICOH members and other experts concerned with mining. 
MinOSH will encourage networking and meetings in order to promote ideas, and to share knowledge and experiences about individual and workplace health and safety promotion for mining entrepreneurs and their employees world-wide. 

MinOSH is not limited to but have a special focus on the most vulnerable group within mining - the small-scale miners, women and children in mining. 
Specifically, MinOSH’s main objectives and activities are:

- To support members working on mining occupational health and safety (OHS) interventions and trainings.
- To disseminate information concerning mining OHS.

- To publish article(s) on mining OHS.

- To improve occupational health services in mining by sharing and transferring knowledge and best practices.

- To create a Mining OHS toolkit as guidance for basic health services.

- To contribute scientifically to conferences, symposiums, seminars, etc.

- To support efforts to reduce mercury exposure and impacts on population, with special emphasis on susceptible populations.
- To create and improve the knowledge on large-scale mining and their risks and challenges.

- To create a repository for public access on artisanal gold and other mining training materials and successful practical interventions for miners, children, communities, health professionals.

Some history

MinOSH was established as a scientific committee in June 2015, at the ICOH congress in Seoul. Before that, MinOSH was functioning as a working group. The MinOSH Executive Committee was formed in 2012 in Cancun. 
The Executive Committee 

The MinOSH Executive Committee consists of the SC MinOSH Chair and Secretary, Chairs and Co-Chairs of the Sub-Committees and founding members.
Chair: Erik Jørs, MD MIH, Clinic of Occupational Health and Safety at Odense University Hospital in Denmark.

Secretary: Florencia Harari, MD PhD, Institute of Environmental Health at Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Chairs and co-chairs of the Subcommittees: 

1. Mining Paper: Kaj Elgstrand (Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Uppsala University, Sweden).
2. Occupational Health Services for Mining: Stephan Bose-O’Reilly (Pediatric Environmental Epidemiology University Hospital in Munich, Germany) and Muchtaruddin Mansyur (Ministry of Health, Republic of Indonesia).
3. Informal and small-scale mining: Vera Ngowi (Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS), Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) and Dingani Moyo (Midlands Occupational and Travel Health Centre, Zimbabwe).
4. Large scale mining: Sylvie Nadeau (École de technologie supérieure and Director, Équipe de recherché en sécurité du travail (ÉREST), Canada) and Hannes Struyweg (International Council for Mining and Metals, UK).
5. Repository for Mining Practices and Training: Luz Stella Marin (Northeastern University, USA).
Founding members:

Edith Clarke, Ghana Health Service, Ghana 

Claudina Nogueira, AngloAmerican, South Africa.

The Executive Committee has been bringing formalities in place and communicating with our members about news mainly focused on activities on artisanal gold mining to prevent mercury pollution.
Subcommittees 
The MinOSH has 5 subcommittees to discuss upon and perform activities in specific topics within mining:

1. Mining Paper: to be published by 2016.
2. Occupational Health Services for Mining.
3. Informal and small-scale mining.
4. Large scale mining.
5. Repository for Mining Practices and Training.
Membership in the SC MinOSH

We invite all interested persons to join MinOSH! 
Just contact Florencia Harari (minosh.icoh@gmail.com)
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